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History of Skopje Marathon 
The first marathon was held in 1997
The second one in 1998

Then problem called MONEY



2007 was held half marathon race, 5 km and 2 km race
 
Patrons:

Organizers:



Numbers of participants
In 2007 about 1200 participants

In 2012 more than 4000 participants



Annual budget of Skopje Marathon
70 % in the annual budget is from:

- the local self government, City of Skopje
- the Government, Agency of Youth and Sports of the Republic of Macedonia
- the EU Delegation

remaining 30 % is from:
- Sponsors and Partners

There is not include the services provided by our partners, such as: water and 
refreshments for the refreshment stations, provision of food/sandwiches for over 

600 people involved in the organization on the day of the Marathon , the provision 
of traffic signalization, media advertising and other types of services.



Where to find sponsors?

Everywhere! 
Even there you think that your presentation will be without 

success. 



Hiring a PR agency



Team building race



How can the great marathons help the small marathons? 

Example 1, domestic runners from small marathons being guests of some of the great 
marathons.

Example 2, being granted for free booth at the Expo organized by some of the 
great marathons

Example 3, being granted advertising space in a magazine published by some 
of the great marathons

Example 4,  aid in equipment or services

Example 5, financial support

The foregoing examples are only mentioned as one of the possibilities that can 
help the development of the small marathons, and as something that can be 
done, not as something that should be done. 



It is of interest for all of us to have more and more marathon races in the world 
and thus contribute to the development of marathon running.  Small marathons 
can easily be popularized and become great marathons, but we must be aware that 
they can as easily vanish from the marathon map. Maybe AIMS can come up with 
a concept of supporting smaller marathons, especially in countries whose economies 
are not that developed. 



Finally, according to what we have been doing so far and what we have been told 
by the foreign participants who running at Skopje Marathon, I can freely state that 
we are gradually but reliably growing  from a small into a big event. This success can 
be attributed to a number of people who work hard on the organization all year long, 
although Skopje Marathon officially has no employees and all the work is done by 
volunteers having other professions, including me like race director.



See you next year at Skopje Marathon
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